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the great bells.1 Mr. Stahlschraidt has sho.'wn that the
centre of the bell-founding trade was round Aldgate and
in the neighbourhood of St. Andrew Undershaft and
St. Botolph-without-Aldgate,2 while amongst the more
prominent early founders were the family of Wimbish
at the beginning of the fourteenth century and the
Burfords at the end of the same century. Contemporary
with these last was William Founder, whose trade stamp,
bearing his name and a representation of two birds on
a conventionalized tree, occurs on a number of bells and
hints at his real surname, which, although it has hitherto
eluded historians, was clearly Wo de ward. Mr. Stahl-
schmidt 3 noticed the entry on the Issue Rolls of 1385
recording the purchase of twelve cannon from William
'the founder', but did not notice that the very next
year sixty cannon were bought from William Wode-
ward,4 while in 1417 other cannon were provided by
William Wodeward, founder.5

Amongst the provincial centres we may notice
Gloucester, where Hugh Bellyetare occurs about 1270,
and John Belyetere in 1346,6 the latter being presumably
the Master John of Gloucester who with his staff of
six men came to Ely in 1342 to cast four bells for Prior
Walsingharn.7 A later bell-founder of some eminence
at Gloucester was William Heashawe, who was mayor
in 1503, 1508, and 1509.8 Another of the craft who

1   Raven, o$. cit., 69.
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